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INTRODUCTION

As World War I recedes further into history, the records that
were created on the men who served in it become less meaningful to
more people. The first generation of archivists and clerks who ser-
viced these records and who willed their experience to their succes-
sors by word of mouth is no longer with us. Before long the second
will be leaving the scene of active employment. Each passing gener-
ation of hands leaves behind less records know-how because, as time
goes by, the rate of reference to the records decreases and the new
clerks are afforded less and less opportunity to gain, through nor-
mal reference work, the knowledge of their predecessors, and to pass
it .Ono

With this gradual diminution of records center skills as they
relate to the World War I period, lmperceptible though it may be, it
has long been realized that some kind of compilation or commitment

~ to paper of still-available expertise on the records is necessary.
- Consequently, the primary purpose of this monograph is as a reference

aid, i.e., to preserve for as long as the records must be preserved--
all that needs to be known by the user, both present and future, about
their character, original purpose, informational and evidential wvalues,
method of arrangement, etec.

- Some of the information has been obtained from scattered written
sources, as indlecated throughout, but a great deal of it came to the
writer through personal experience in performing reference service in
the records for a period of nearly 25 years. The types of information
included--it has not always been easy to decide what or how much to
include-~are those which the writer found over the years that she was
most frequently in need of in (1) locating pertinent items of infor-
mation about a serviceman, and (2) properly interpreting the records
on him, and the emergency regulations which caused many of the records
to be characteristic only to the era covered herein,

The author is especially grateful to Lawrence Cromshaw, who not
only has been the editor, but has given invaluable asgistance to the
general approach in the over-all plan of the Monograph,



The scope of this monograph has been governed by its purpose, i.e.,
“the preservation of essential information about the World War I military
personnel and organizational records at the National Personnel Records
Center, Essential information is considered to be that which will be of.
importance to researchers in the records in times when there will no
longer be experts avallable to give personal guidance in thelr use. In-
cluded are brief descriptions of the physical properties of the records;
thelr origin, purpose, content, and arrangement; the various forms used
during the period covered; relationship to and tie-in with other records;
and current value and usage. Certain background information essential to
a proper understanding of the records is also included and some related
records subjects concerning military service in general, Since this in--
formation is not limited in its applicability to any particular record or-
category of records (as they are categorized for presentation herein), it
is included as a separate part (Part III). '

. The number of different types of documents contained in the World War
I records is incalculable. To have included them all in the monograph
would have been neither possible nor desirable, The selection of those to
include has been given much thought, based on an understanding acquired
through years of experlence in answering all manner and type of reference
service inquiry. The final choice of documents has centered on those which
are known to contain valuable individual or organizational informstion. It
must be recognized, of course, that what is considered valuable today may
not necessarily be valuable 50 years from now, The writer does not pretend
to predict the changes in values that time will bring; nevertheless, much
thought has been given to intelligently selecting for inclusion those
records which, because of their informational content and evidence of
origin, might some day be needed for research purposes. (This task can be
- likened to that of the archivist or records manager who must decide which
records to retain and which to destroy.)

Every effort has been made to find the most logical arrangement for
the material contained in the narrative., Several methods of arrangement
suggested themselves, each with certaln advantages and disadvantages. The
one chosen is considered most suitable because it is based on the funda-
mental characteristics of the records, which also determines their method
of grouping within the Records Center,

All records that are proper for filing by service person's name (in-
dividual name records) are discussed first, and these are divided according
to the two sizes of individual name records, i.e., enlisted jackets (4% by
8% inches) and "201" files, which are in regular 9- by 12~-inch folders. -
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Within these two groups, the desoriptivea ere arranged alphabetically,
using the key words of the titles where possible.

The second part is devoted to records thet cemnot be filed by in-
dividual neme. These are the unit -or organization type records, filed
by unit designation, etc. The narratives 1n this part are also srranged
alphabetically. ' L

.The third and last part of the monogreph containa “the background
informetion and related records subjects -concerning military personnel
of the World War I period. This informetion does not pertein exclusively
to any one type or group of records as described herein. :

-The figures used throughout this monograph show the»records as they
appear at this writing, with no aettempt made to alter them for the sake of
appearance. The records are in various stages of wear due to age and usage
end it is felt the figures are more meaningful ir they illustrate them in
their present condition.
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' The state of war that existed between the United States and Germany,
now known as "World War I," began officially on April 6, 1917, and ended
on November 11, 1918, a period of slightly over one and one-half years.
Yet the personnel records at the National Personnel Records Center in
St. Louis, which are officially designated as "World War I Records," are
defined as including: N
Records on officer personnel campletely separated
between June 30, 1917, and September 8, 1939; and

. Records of enlisted personnel cumplétely separated
between October 31, 1912, and September 8, 1939.

This disparity in the dates of the conflict and the dates of the
records is the result of a series of events which are briefly explained
as follows:

Early in 1919, with demobilization and the resulting influx of
personmnel records in the Adjutant General's Office, it was necessary
to establish a new file and to decide upon a "cut-off" date between
the old records that had been accumulating since Civil War days and
those appertaining more specifically to the then-recent conflict. The

. date November 1, 1912, was chosen because 1t marked the beginning of

the seven-year enlietment (A1l enlistees on gnd after that date were
still in service when the World War began, so their records logically
belong in the "World War" category.)

No btreak in this new file of personnel records occurred until the
advent of World War II when, again, the receipt of large quantities of
records necessitated the creation of another segment. The most conven-
ient starting date for it was the date of the President's proclamation
of a 1imited National emergency: September 8, 1939. These records
immediately were identified as the "World War II Records" and the older
ones, despite the fact that they spanned the years 1912--1939, became
the "World War I Records." Though this is a misnomer, some Jjustifice-
tion for it lies in the fact that a great preponderance of the records--

‘up to 80 percent--pertain to persons who did, in fact, serve during

the World War I period proper, i.e. from 1917 to 1919. Relatively few
records were added during the peace years. .
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The history of the records described in this Monogreph is a com~
Plicated one. C(losely interwoven with the history of the internal organ-
ization of The Adjutant General's Office, the Office of the Secretary of
War, and such long-discontinued offices as the Records and Pension Office
and the Military Secretary's Office, it 1s marked by numerous reorganiza-
tions, redesignations, consolidations, discontinuances, and transfers;.

- and by reassignment of records-keeping responsibilities. It was not until

© 1920 that the three major categories of records as we think of them today
(persounel, medical, and organizetional) came together under a single
records~keeping authority and remained. fairly stationary for a consider-
able period of time.

This occurred on January 10, 1920, when the Demobilized Records
Division (activated January 16, 1919, to receive, store and administer
the records of the demobilizing army of World War I) was combined with
the Medical and Archives Divisions to form the World War Division (AGO)
with responsibility for all Army records created after November 1, 1912,
Except for a brief period in 1924 and 1925 when it was operated as a
part of the Adjusted Compensation Branch (created to administer the Ad- -
Justed Compensation Act of 1924), the World War Division remained con-
stant until the advent of World War II. This rendered the designation
"World War Division" somewhat inappropriate, and there followed at
fairly short intervals a number of redesignations and transfers.

On October 31, 1941, the World War Division of the AGO was redesig- . :
nated the Archives Division; however, this proved unsatisfactory because
records intended for the National Archives were being sent instead to .
the Archives Division of the AGO, and vice versa. The designation
"Demobilized Personnel Records Branch".was adopted on June 17, 1942,
and on August 29 of that year the word "personnel“ was dropped from
the title.

_ The next change came as a result of the President's directive that

- as many Federal agencies as possible be decentralized to locations out-
side of Washington. In December 1942 the Demobilized Records Branch
was moved to High Point, North Carolina, and was housed in the Southern
Furniture Exposition Building. With the influx of World War II records, -
it soon became necessary to reorganize., At first, a separate branch was
established (June 15, 1943) for the World War II records. On April 17,
1944, however, another reorganization took place providing for a single
Demobilized Personnel Records Branch with separate sectione for the World
War I and the World war II records.
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After the establishment of the Army Records Administration Center
in St. Louis (September 1, 1945), the Demobilized Personnel Records
Branch at High Point was transferred to 1t. The World War I Section
was moved on March 20, 1946, and retained its status as a section (in
DPRB) until March 1, 1953, when it became a separate branch under the
newly-designated Militery Personnel Records Center, TAGO, This center
was relocated on January 1, 1956, in the new Department of Defense Mil-
itary Personnel Records Center, 9700 Page Boulevard, which also housed
the Naval Records Management Center and the Alr Forces Records Center.

The General Services Administration (National Archives and Records
Service) assumed custody of all three of these centers on July 1, 1960,
and established a separate branch for each of the military services,
the World War I records constituting the basis for a section in the
Army Branch, Graduael reorganization then took place over the next sev-
eral years, based on functional operations rather than on origin of the
various records groups. Under this reorganizetion (current as of this
writing), the center operates with but two branches (Accession and Dis~
posal and Reference Service), and the World War I Army records, as such,
no longer constitute the basis for a separate organizational unit, Per-
~ sons doing a given type of work in the Army World War I records do the
same type of work in the Army records for later years, and also in the
Navy, Marime Corps, Air Force, and Coast Guard records.
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PART I, INDIVIDUAL NAME RECORDS




PART I. INDIVIDUAL NAME RECORDS

This part of the monograph describes those Army World War I records
that are filed by serviceman's name, in contrast to those filed by unit
or organization and described in part II. These individual neme records
comprise by far the bulk of the World War I holdings at the National
Personnel Records Center, and the rate of reference to them is much
higher than to the organization records., They are filed in two types of
containers, each comprising a separate A-Z records group, The largest
of these is the records for enlisted men, filed in 43- by 83-inch jackets,
referred to hereinafter as "enlisted jackets."” The other group, contain-
ing the records for officers, warrant officers, nurses, Army field clerks,
and some miscellaneous types, is 1n regular 9- by 12-inch manila folders
known ag the "201" files.

Each of these categories consists of numerous types of forms,
documents, correspondence, reports, etc., and these are all described
individually. Although some of the record material described herein
will be found in both the enlisted jackets and in the 201 files, these
two groups are treated separately for the sake of clarity and convenience,
When such duplication occurs, the record is described in full under the.
"Enlisted Jackets" heading, and only the title is shown under "201 Files"
with a cross-reference to the first heading.

The individual name records at NPRC:in the "Army World War I"
category are officially defined as inecluding:

Records of officer personnel completely separated between
June 30, 1917, and September 8, 1939; and

Records of enlisted personnel completely separated between
October 31, 1912, and September 8, 1939.

It is important to note that the words "completely separated" in
the above definition automatically exclude from this category the fol-
lowing records:

Records of all persons in a retirement status (still 1iving)
as of September 8, 1939; and

Records of all persons who, though discharged before September
8, 1939, re-entered the service at some time after that date.
(When this happened, the prior records were withdrawn from the
World War I category and combined with those covering the
subsequent service, )



The present locations of these records excluded from the World War

I category depende on whether the persons have since been completely
separated from the service and, if so, the date of such complete eepera-
tion.-

Filing of all individual name recorde is alphabetical, under the

following basic rules~

a) For identical names, the order of filing is determined by
service number, For records with no service number, date of

_ entry governs the sequence.

. b) ‘Names having prefixes and suffixes are filed as complete names.:'v
.- Example: De Young is filed as DeYbung, de la Cruz is filed es

delaCruz.

c) Names prefixed by St. or Ste.- are filed as Saint or Sainte—-all
names bearing the prefix Saint being filed before those with the
prefix Sainte, ,

d) All names prefixed by "Mc" are filed at the very beginning of
the letter "M," preceding the names beginning with "Ma--,"

e) Hyphenated surnames, such as Easley-Smith or Wheeler-Nicholas, -
are filed under the complete surname and a cross-reference is made

thereto under the letter part of the hyphenated surname,

f) 1Indian nemes oftentimes have two or more words in the surname,
These are filed as one name, Example' Rain in the Sky, John--
filed as Raininthesky, John. '

g) Abbreviated names are filed as they would .be spelled out
(in full) Example: Thos.--filed as Thomas,

' h) Nicknames are filed as given. These are not:considered as

abbreviations.

i) Temporary titles such as Sr., Jr., and- III, are disregarded
in the filing sequence. -

b)) The records of a nurse who has married since date of final
separation from service are filed under her merried name, if the
change is known. A cross-reference is placed in the file for the
name under which she eerved. . ‘

k) For two or more officers heving identicel names, the rank
(shown in the right end position) determines the order of
filing--the lowest rank first., If both the names and the. ranks
are identical, the first letter of the arm of service (shown in
right position) determines the order of filing,

2



Part I
Individual Name Records

ENLISTED JACKETS

All the individual names psrsonnel and medical records created for
World War I enlisted men are now contained in enlisted Jackets, Almost
five million enlisted men are represented in these files, The Jackets
measure 4}~ by 8i-inches, and they vary in thickness to accomodate
records of varying bulk. Form 267, A.G.0,, edition of January 11, 1918,
--gge figure l--is the oldest Jjacket extant. Other types were subsequently
used, some similar to Form 267 but unnumbered, and still othsmentirely
plain. (Plain jackets are used when it is necessary to prepare a new
Jacket for any reason., The old one, because of the information shown
thereon, :;.s folded and filed inside tho new Jjacket along with the record
material.

_Enlisted Jackets were initillly prepared at a time when statemsnts
of serviee were being compiled for the Adjutants General of the States,
as authorized by an Act of Congress dated July 11, 1919, Jackets were
prepared for all enlisted men who had been separated sinee November 1,
1912, Thereafter, they were prepared when the soldier was ssparated
from service and his records were being assembled for filing in tho
Office of the Adjutant General.

The number (11: pencil) at the top of the jacket is the veteran's
"A" nunber, or the number of his application for benefits under the World
War Adjusted Compensetion Act of May 19, 1924. New (or "replacement")
Jackets will show only the veteran's name and service nuxber (name only
if the veteran was never assigned a service number--final separation
before February 28 1918). _

;
;
|
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Figure 1. A1l individuel name records for

(Part 1 of 2) WW I Enlisted Men are filed in
these or similer Enlisted Jackets
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Part I

Individual- Name Reeords B " Enlisted Jackets

- " Court-martial orders announce
the result of trials by general and: speeial courts-martial end the
initial action of the convening authority thereon. They also show
subsequent action taken with respect to the findings or sentence of the -
. court-martial. They are numbered consecutively within each calendar
year. The results of summary. courts-martial are promulgated by Charge
Sheets., - . : - ‘ / o

Court-martial records, including the Reports of Proceedings, for 4rmy mil-
itary personnel are on file in the office of the Judge Advocate General.
Coples of the orders and charge sheets, however, will usually be found in
the enlisted jackets. The three types of courts-martisl and the juris-
dlction of each are given below for 8 better understanding of the records
deseribed herein, )

- General gggg;:Mﬁg&ia . This is the highest type of military court. It
has the power to try any offense punishable by the Uniform Code of

Military Justice, and is the only court that can adjudicate a dishon-
orable discharge., The General Military Court consists of not fewer
than five military officers, not including the law officer. A General

Court-Martial Order is illustrated in figure 2. (Theﬁe frequeptly con- -

sist of two or more pages.)

A&pecig; ggg;tﬁMartia This military court has jurisdiction to try any
person subject to military law for any crime or offense not capital, by

the Uniform Code of Military Justice., A special court-martial may
impose eentences not in excess of six months confinement at hard labor
and forfeiture of two-thirds pay per month for a like period, The °
Special Military Court consists of at least three military officers.
Speclal Court-Martial Orders are similar in format to General Court—
Mhrtial Orders.

Summar. ourt- ial. This'court may impose punishment of confinement
up to one month, hard labor without confinement up to 45 days, restric-
tions up to two months, and forfeitures up to two-thirds of one month's
pay. It is composed of one officer. A summary court-martlal charge
sheet, Form No, 594, A.G.0., is illustrated as figure 3,

Current Use of Court-Martial Orders and Charge Sheets. 'The principal .

use now made of WWI court-martial orders and charge sheets is in the
furnishing of diseiplinary informetion in response to requests from such
sources as penal, mental, and correctional institutions, the Veterans -
Administration, security and other investigative agents, trial courts,
Workmen's Compensation tribunals, etc. These sources of reference
service inquiries usually need to know the offense for which a person
was tried, and the orders and charge sheets are the only source from
which this can be obtained at NPRC.: They are also needed in some cases
involving benefits to determine actual time lost through absence with-

out authority. : ,
6
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Part I - .
Ihdividual Name Records ) Enlisted Jackets

. Court-martial orders announce
the result of trials by general and special courts-martial and the
Initial action of the convening authority thereon., They also show
subsequent action taken with respect to the findings or sentence of the
court-martial. They are numbered consecutively within each calendar
year. The results of summary courts-martial are promulgated by Charge
Sheets.

Court-martial records, including the Reports oijroceedings, for drmy mil-
ifary personnel are on file in the office of the Judge Advocate General.
Coples of the orders and charge sheets, however, will usually be found in
the enlisted jackets. The three types of courts-martial and the juris-
diction of each are given below for a better understanding of the records
described herein.,

General Court-Martial. This is the highest type of military court. It
has the power to try any offense punishable by the Uniform Code of

Military Justice, and is the only court that can adjudicate a dishon-
orable. discharge. The General Military Court consists of not- fewer
then five military officers, not including the law officer. A General
Court-Martial Order is illustrated in figure 2. (These frequently con-
sist of two or more pages.)

Speciel Court-Martial. This military court has Jurisdiction to try any
person subject to military law for any crime or offense not capital, by

the Uniform Code of Military Justice. A special court-martial may
. lmpose sentences not in excdess of six months confinement at hard labor
- and forfelture of two-thirds pay per month for a like period., The
Special Military Court consists of at least three military officers.
Speclal Court-Martial Orders are simllar in format. to General Court-
Martial Orders.

Summarx»gourt-mgggial. This court may impose punishment of confinement

" 'up to one month, hard labor without confinement up to 45 days, restric-
tions up to two months, and forfeitures up.to two-thirds of one month's
pay. It is composed of one officer., A summary court-martlal charge
sheet, Form No. 594, A.G.0., is 111lustrated as figure 3.

Current Qse of Court-Martial Orders and'ggarge Sheets. The principal

use now made of WWI.court-martial orders and charge sheets is in the
furnishing of diseiplinary information in response to requests from such
‘sources as penal, mental, and correctional institutions, the Veterans
Administration, security and other investigative agents, trial courts,
Workmen's Compensation tribunals, etc, These sources of reference .
service inquiries usually need to.know the offense for which a person
was tried, and the orders and charge sheets are the only source from
which this can be obtained at NPRC,  They are also needed in some cases
involving benefits to determine actual time lost through absence with-

out authority.
6
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GENWRAL COURT-I"A/\TIAL) HRADCUAATERS SRVENTE COAFS ALEA
ORDZAS Mo, 99. ) Fert Ocaha, Hobraska, February 13, 1929,

. Bofora a zonornl crurte-mnrtial which c¢-nvenod at Fert Crrek, lo- "
braska,  pursuent tc poraseaph 6, Spocial Orders Ne, 24,7 Hoadquertors Sevon
Cerps Arom, January 29, 1929, wna arrni;ned and tried:

Privato . John J, Dog ‘Ccmpany K, 17th Infantry,

Charge: Viclatien of the S58th Articla rf "mr, .
Spocificatien: In that Privatc €¥WEDoa.. I3, Crrpany "KY 17th Iafantry,
did, at Fort Loavomrsorth, Kansag, cn cr abeut Junc 25th, 1926, dooort the
‘sorvico cf tho UYnitod Statos cng 144 romain absont in docertic: until ho
was approhondod at traha, Nobraska, cn er abeut January 18th, 1929,

FL7AS:

Tc¢ tho Spocificention: "Guilty, except
tho werds 'degort' and 'iy desartirn, ' substituting thorcfer rospoctivoly
the words 'nbsont himsolf without loave frer and 'withrut lo~ve' «f the
excoptod werds 1ot zuilty and ¢f tho substitutod words guilty, "

To tho Char{o: . liot zuilty, but
guilty of a virlaticn of the 6let Articlo of war"

Fi3DINGS:
0f tho Spocificaticn and Chargo: _ "Guilty, "
SE:TTICE:

Te b ddshenortbly fischar:ed the sorvice, i+ ferfoit all yjay and
allevances duo or te hucero duo, and te bo confispd rt hurt labor, nt such
rlaco as tho roviewin: autherity ray ddrect, fer rae (1) yoar, (Throeo
provious cenvicticns censidored),

Tho sontenco wes adjud-ed +n Tebrunry 5, 1929,

The santonce is approved anl will be duly oxecutod, but ths exocu-
tien of th2t jorticn thireof edjudging cishenor.. 1o dischorge is suspended
until the scldior's roloasn froo confineront, ‘The Unitcd Statos Disciplinary
Barracks, Fort Loavonworth, {ansans, is desi_nttud as the place of confinarent,

By commnnd of *ajer Gonoral §:°ITH:

TENNEY 0SS
Cclrnel, Goneral Staff C-rrs,
OFFICIAL: Chicf ef staff,
J.B. WILs0ii, ’ .
Cclonel, A.G.D,,
Ad jutant Gonorel,

Figure 2, Order snnouncing result of genersl court-martial,
the highest type of military court. Format for
specisl court-mertial is similar
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ﬂﬁ ‘ ‘ CHARGE SHEET. ‘ Humber ,___{,{{__‘,

I o Pramse, 09
. : Doe, J'oth' 4

Date current enhnt.ment .I'.‘.ﬂb..ld;...._..., 1012.; Blh of pay, O.ﬂﬂa.. No puviowm u(“ '

-vaioul servios,

muaifmz,_nn.uﬁe_--, 1012 Phoowhm.hcdudhmhmﬂ'_i "
© . ConfinemEdly ey Wee "~ e IB PERBSSG
Wituesses: B . . .=

Mm&—m SE G ’
MM .Ifiom-lntw.o-—.._-_.

' auu- v&mam_m.._,._mam e

Spedfistion 15 ghat Private 1nt 100¢, "1 1.3‘
Infantry,did, in ‘rance on or CQ of ie ‘l.
fail o repair at the fixcd tine 8 Yab um:outd p

usembly for rweule-

JUuL 9 15820
: umm‘.er p.uu.m,

~ Suiltye .
© gwamtense} To ferfets five (5) daye puye

Jraxk o.-um
mn 16 uh-q:

—!1

h.u.m..!,.-o.m.u.mv. :
o AP
VedNilou, : .
asl. Uello BN,

hl.l.!lﬂ‘ﬂ. .‘.' ot ‘ .“.

Figure 3. Verlous forms were used during WW I period for
‘ snnouncing results of summsry courts-msrtiel.
One of them was the Charge Sheet, Form 59, A.G.O.
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Part 1

Individual Name Records Enlisﬁed Jagkets

. Decorations are honors and rewards given
in recognition of extraordinary, exceptionally meritorious, or conspic-
uously outstanding acts or services. The conferring of decorations and
tha incidents for which they were awarded were normally made a matter
of record at the time of thelr occurrence, or shortly thereafter. This
was done by War Department General Order, by the report of proceedings of
a Board of Officers (convened to determine a soldier's eligibility for a
decoration), or simply by correspondence. Service awards are based on
record deta, and an administrative decision 1s required to determine
eligibility. Once a decoration or a service award has been issued, some
type of record showing that it has been issued or authorized is retained
on file with the soldier's enlisted jacket.

The forms or methods used 1n authorizing the issuance of World War I
decorations and awerds have changed a number of times since 1918, The
most common one to be found in the records is a form letter, illustrated
‘as figure 4. Another form used is DA Form 1577. This was not issued
until 1948, but it was designed so ‘it could be used in authorizing deco-
rations and awards earned any time during the World War I period. It is
still in use and the latest edition is shown as figure 5., Evidence of the
issuance of decorations and awards will also be found in General Orders
(Medal of Honor), in official miscellaneous correspondence such as that
illustrated as figure 6, in the receipts for the awards (figure 7), etc.

The decorations and awards authorized for World War I servicemen, and
the criteria under which each is authorized, are listed below in their
order of precedence.

Medal of Honor was authorized for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity
at the risk of life, above and beyond the call of duty, in action in-
volving actual conflict with an enemy, There were 106 World War I
servicemen who earned this medal. : ‘ :

Distinguished Service Cross was authorized for extraordinary heroism
in connection with military operations against an armed enemy. This
medal was brought into existence in 1918 so that the Medal of Honor
would be more protected.

Distinguished Service Medal was authorized for exceptionally merito-
rious service to the Government in a duty of great responsibility.

~ Distinguished Flylng Cross was authortzed for herofsm or extraordinary
achievement while participating in aerial flight.



Part I ’ .
Individual Neme Records ‘ Enlisted Jackets

’

is authorized to members of the Armed Forces who were
cited in orders for gallantry in action not justifying the award of
-8 Medal of Honor, Distinguished Service Cross, or the Distinguished
Service Medal,

Ihe Purple Heart decoration was established by General George Wsshington

on August 7, 1782, The decoration was revived out of respect to his

. memory and military achievemsnt February 22, 1932. It is awarded for
wounds or death resulting from enemy action; and to those persons who

. were awarded meritorious Service Citation Certificates by the Commander
in Chief, American Expeditionary Forces, and to those who wers author-
ized in orders to wear wound chevrons. Appurtenances to the Purple
Heart are: - '

Qﬁkjggﬂ;ﬂlugtg; which is issued in lieu of the decoration for
. '@ach suceceeding wound ‘

: s identical in color with the suspension ribbon
. of the Purple Heart decoration.

////’ A Lspel Button (enamel) in the color of the service ribbon to the
-  Purple Heart. , . : ,

The Spldiers Medal was authorized July 2, 1926, It is awarded to any mem-
ber of the Armed Forces of the United States, or of e friendly foreign
nation who, while serving in eny capacity with the Army of the United
States shall have distinguished himself by heroism not involving actual
eonflict with an armed eneny.

A;mgg_Eg:g_gdnggg;mgjggJEL is authorized for ten years of honorable service
© in the Reserve components of the Armed Forces.

i is authorized for service between April 6, 1917,

end November 11, 1918; service with the American Expeditionary Forces
in European Russia between November 12, 1918, and August 5, 1919; and
service with the American Expeditionary Forces in Siberia between Nov-

~ ember 12, 1018, and April 1, 1920. Battle and service clasps, if appli-
ceble, are authorized with the Victory Medal--one battle clasp for each
cempaign participated in; and a service clasp for service (non-combat)

- in France, Italy, Siberia, European Siberia, or England. One service
clasp only is awarded ip an individual case.

is authorized for service in an expedition or engage-
ment in Mexico between November 26 1914, and June 17, 1919,

10
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Mexican Border Service Medal is authorized for service with the
Mexican Border Patrol between January 1, 1916, and April 6, 1917,
but only to those persona who were ineligible for the Mexican
Service Medal.

f dgl is authori.zed for service with
the Army of Occupation in Germany or Austriae-Hungary between
November 12, 1918, and July 11, 1923.

tt ) 1s authorized for service
between April 6, 1917, and November 11, 1918--a silver button to
servicemen who were wounded in action, and a bronze button to all
others.

Gold Star Lape]l Button is awarded to widows, and certain next of kin,
of military personnel who lost their lives between April 6, 1917, and
March 3, 1921. ,

French Croix de Guerre was awarded to American soldiers by the French
Covernment for extraordinary heroism in connection with military
operations against an armed enemy to France.

References: U. S. Army Administration Center Standard Operating Pro-
cedures; World War I "Precedent" Files; AR 15-5 and 600-45.

1l



@

WAR DEPARTMENT
HE ADJUTANT GENERAL'B OFFICK K
WABHINGTON

IN REPLY . . m }b"l
srsnte  AQ 301 Malhimsigy Frenk J.
{10-18-38) Ex .
SuBJECT: Purple Heart Decembor 31, 1838,

To: The Quartermaster General.

1, The Secretary of War directs that a Purple Heart, en-
graved with the name of the recipient, be issued to

Mre Freanx J. Matiiespp
450 Clark sireet,

Ciey Center, Ksnsus.

on account of wound received in action Ootober 3, 1918, while
serving as sergsant, Company C, Sth Field 3i;-nul Patialion.

Bi-i- A

Adjutant General.

Copy made £Or M, ecmmm—— e—m——

File - W.W.biv. - y-gp)

'y

Figure 4. Form letters such as this were used before 1948
for authorizing the issuance of the Purple Heart
and other decorations.
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