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Steven Mauriello, NYPD Deputy Inspector and
Adrian Schoolcraft's Antagonist, Takes Off the
Kid Gloves
By Graham Rayman Thu., Oct. 10 2013 at 7:30 AM 1 Comment
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Deputy Inspector Steven

Mauriello, the main

antagonist of whistleblower

cop Adrian Schoolcraft, has

broken a long public silence,

and is fighting back against

Schoolcraft's allegations in

recently filed court papers,

the Village Voice has learned.

Mauriello [pictured at far left with Mayor Bloomberg and Police Commissioner Kelly] was

Schoolcraft's commander in the 81st Precinct in Brooklyn. During the three years since

Schoolcraft sued Mauriello, other police bosses and the city, Mauriello has remained

largely quiet, expect to deny Schoolcraft's claims. Now, in a motion for counterclaims, his

lawyer Walter Kretz accuses Schoolcraft of mounting a manipulative "revenge campaign"

against Mauriello. (In the motion, Kretz cites a book by this reporter, titled "The NYPD

Tapes," among other documents.)

"The cumulative documentary and recorded evidence produced in

discovery, some of which has only recently been delivered to us, and some of

which has been revealed to us through the recent release of the Rayman book,

provides a portrait of the plaintiff as a disaffected police officer determined to do

harm to those who essentially evaluated him fairly based upon his poor

performance, and properly treated him on the job as he deserved to be treated," Kretz

writes.

"Rather than respond to their instruction, patience, encouragement and support,

he deceived them and has subjected them, and especially Mauriello, to a

reckless and malicious revenge carried out secretly for an extended time."

Nathaniel Smith, Schoolcraft's lawyer, declined to comment on the Kretz allegations.

Kretz alleges that Schoolcraft and his father, Larry, who had sued three police

Like 3 Send

Now Trending
Cop Arrested in Biker Beatdown Not Very

Undercover

Funeral Home Suit Says Email Described Sex

With Corpse

Cops Love Banksy's Graffiti Too

Stories | Conv ersations

Around The Web

TOP
BLOG
STORIES

Ex-Yankee
Challenges
Pujols to
Polygraph
By Albert
Samaha

Airbnb Launches
Petition Drive
Against NY
Senate
By Raillan Brooks

Banksy In
Queens Uses
Gladiator Movie
Quote
By Raillan Brooks

 

 In Case You Missed It

Recommended by

Wojciech
Braszczok, Cop
Busted in Biker
Beatdown, Wasn't
Undercover on the
Internet [UPDATE]

A Woman Sues
New York City
After She Was
Arrested for Going
Topless in a
Brooklyn Park

Banksy Day 10:
There's a Little
Graffiti Beaver out
in East New York
[UPDATE]

NEW YORK NEWS LOCAL NEWS BLOG THE NYPD TAPES BANKSY IN NYC ARCHIVES SEARCH WEEKLY NEWSLETTER GET MOBILE

Search

New York Village Voice Voice Places Join Sign InMore From Voice Nation

Schoolcraft v. The City Of New York et al Doc. 181 Att. 1

Dockets.Justia.com

http://oascentral.villagevoice.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.villagevoice.com/news-blog/L30/1255906599/Frame1/TheVoice/vv_House-Filter_101413_Skin_News/9238402.0.jpg/7a2b3161656c4a63534f514141317762?x
http://oascentral.villagevoice.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.villagevoice.com/news-blog/L30/555567427/Middle3/TheVoice/vv_House-Filter_101413_Pen_News_RB/264056.0.jpg/7a2b3161656c4a63534f514141317762?x
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/runninscared/
http://oascentral.villagevoice.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.villagevoice.com/news-blog/L30/1441192627/Top/TheVoice/vv_DAPAGENCY_101113_728_MusNews/263556.0.jpg/7a2b3161656c4a63534f514141317762?x
http://www.villagevoice.com/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.villagevoice.com%2Frunninscared%2F2013%2F10%2Fsteven_mauriell_2.php&text=Steven%20Mauriello%2C%20NYPD%20Deputy%20Inspector%20and%20Adrian%20Schoolcraft's%20Antagonist%2C%20Takes%20Off%20the%20Kid%20Gloves&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.villagevoice.com%2Frunninscared%2F2013%2F10%2Fsteven_mauriell_2.php&via=villagevoice
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.villagevoice.com%2Frunninscared%2F2013%2F10%2Fsteven_mauriell_2.php
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.villagevoice.com%2Frunninscared%2F2013%2F10%2Fsteven_mauriell_2.php
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/runninscared/mauriello%20kelly%20and%20bloomberg.jpg
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/author.php?author_id=700
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/runninscared/the_nypd_tapes/
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/runninscared/graham_rayman/
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/runninscared/the_nypd_tapes/
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/runninscared/2013/10/wojciech_braszcok_hollywood_stuntz_undercover_detective_internet_trail.php?ref=trending
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/runninscared/2013/10/grace_funeral_chapels_pamela_johnson_lawsuit.php?ref=trending
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/runninscared/2013/10/cops_love_banksy.php?ref=trending
http://www.voicedailydeals.com/new-york/?utm_source=villagevoice&utm_medium=vdd-widget-nyv&utm_campaign=vddw-nyv-blog-news
http://oascentral.villagevoice.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.villagevoice.com/news-blog/L30/1412816500/Middle/TheVoice/vv_HillCountry_101113_300_MusNews/263296.0.jpg/7a2b3161656c4a63534f514141317762?x
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/runninscared/2013/10/jack_clark_offers_to_take_polygraph_in_albert_pujols_defamation_lawsuit.php
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/runninscared/2013/10/airbnb_petition_drive.php
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/runninscared/2013/10/banksy_queens_gladiator.php
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/runninscared/2013/10/wojciech_braszcok_hollywood_stuntz_undercover_detective_internet_trail.php
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/runninscared/2013/10/topless_woman_sues_nypd_new_york_city.php
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/runninscared/2013/10/banksy_beaver_east_new_york.php
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/runninscared/2013/10/wojciech_braszcok_hollywood_stuntz_undercover_detective_internet_trail.php
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/runninscared/2013/10/topless_woman_sues_nypd_new_york_city.php
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/runninscared/2013/10/banksy_beaver_east_new_york.php
http://www.villagevoice.com/news/
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/runninscared/
http://www.villagevoice.com/specialReports/the-nypd-tapes-the-village-voices-series-on-adrian-schoolcraft-by-graham-rayman-4393217/
http://www.villagevoice.com/specialReports/the-village-voices-exclusive-banksy-interview-4413213/
http://www.villagevoice.com/search/archive_search/
http://www.villagevoice.com/samples/readers/?source_id=8|55|1378
http://www.villagevoice.com/promotions/mobileApps/
http://www.villagevoice.com/news/
http://www.villagevoice.com/calendar/
http://www.villagevoice.com/music/
http://www.villagevoice.com/restaurants/
http://www.villagevoice.com/arts/
http://www.villagevoice.com/movies/
http://www.villagevoice.com/bestof/
http://www.villagevoice.com/promotions/
http://www.villagevoice.com/classifieds/
http://www.voiceplaces.com/new-york
http://dockets.justia.com/docket/new-york/nysdce/1:2010cv06005/366535/
http://docs.justia.com/cases/federal/district-courts/new-york/nysdce/1:2010cv06005/366535/181/1.html
http://dockets.justia.com/


departments in the past, hatched a plan to destroy Mauriello's career "while laying a false

foundation for claims plaintiff intended to assert against the City." Kretz quotes from an

Oct. 7, 2009 recording in which the Schoolcrafts discuss a plan to "fuck Mauriello over."

"Plaintiffs intended to carry out the plan by making unfound and exaggerated accusations

against the supervising officers of the 81st Precinct, which plaintiff and his father hoped

would make Mauriello the 'scapegoat' for the alleged wrongdoing in the 81st Precinct and

throughout the NYPD, and thus cause Mauriello to get fired."

While an internal NYPD report substantiated Schoolcraft's claims of downgrading of

crime reports, Kretz alleges that Schoolcraft himself had a hand in it.

"[Schoolcraft] caused at least three incidents--two grand larcenies and one burglary--to be

recorded instead as lost property and caused at least three other incidents not to be

reported at all," he writes. "While he identified 13 incidents of improper crime reporting,

he actually was responsible for six such incidents."

Schoolcraft's plan, Kretz claims, was that the crime victims would return to the precinct

and complain, thus setting up a paper trail to show that crime reports were not properly

handled.

"[Schoolcraft's] goal was not to assist his fellow officers or the people of the 81st Precinct,"

Kretz writes. "It was to do harm to Mauriello while fabricating support for claims he

intended to bring."

That report, prepared by the NYPD's Quality Assurance Division, made no claim that

Schoolcraft had anything to do with downgrading of reports himself. The report was

completed in 2010, but buried by the NYPD, until this newspaper was able to obtain a

copy through back channels.

Kretz also cites a remark taken from a tape Schoolcraft made of a conversation with his

father, in which he says, Officers "just worked together so we wouldn't have to work with

any niggers."

Kretz: "While it is appalling enough that a New York City police officer would harbor such

racist sentiments, especially when serving a predominantly African American community,

his decision to pretend otherwise to bolster his malicious scheme to harm Mauriello, is

that much more despicable."

In the past, Larry Schoolcraft has said that his son wasn't making a racist remark, but

parrotting the sentiments of other officers.

And we should note that those remarks were lifted from an Internal Affairs report that was

pretty biased against Schoolcraft. One example of that is that those quotes were

reproduced without the full conversation. Another is that the report clearly gave more

importance to what Mauriello and other police bosses were saying, than it did Schoolcraft.

Kretz goes on to outline Mauriello's likely defense to the lawsuit. Mauriello contends that

he gave Schoolcraft a poor evaluation based on the advice of his subordinates. When

Schoolcraft complained, Mauriello and the other bosses disagreed, saying he just wasn't

doing his job.

Mauriello claims he was not aware that Schoolcraft was seen by a department

psychologist, who ordered his guns and shield removed. Mauriello was not aware of why

he and his staff were called to Internal Affairs after Schoolcraft was forced into the

psychiatric ward at Jamaica Hospital on Oct. 31, 2009. He did not order Schoolcraft to be

taken to the psych ward.

"As far as Mauriello knew, the events of October 31, 2009, were triggered by

plaintiff's unusual and ultimately bizarre behavior and were undertaken to make

sure plaintiff was not about to cause harm to himself or anyone else," Kretz asserts.

However, as readers of this newspaper are aware, Schoolcraft's tape of that evening does

not indicate he ever threatened himself or others that night.

Kretz also discloses that one of the recordings he will use came from Schoolcraft's

computer--the one in his apartment. The city has claimed that they did not seize his

computer, so how that happened is yet another puzzle in a case filled with them. The city

has resisted returning the items seized from Schoolcraft's apartment that night.

"In any event, we intend to show through the recording of the conversation between
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plaintiff and his father, as well as through other recordings, that plaintiff's complaints to

QAD, and to IAB, were materially false and designed purely to do Mauriello harm and to

create unfounded support for plaintiff's intended claims against the City for retaliation,"

Kretz writes.

The central legal foundation for Mauriello's counterclaim is "tortious interference," which

occurs when a party intentionally damages another party's business relationships.

The most famous example of this type of claim took place during the landmark litigation

over Big Tobacco 17 years ago. Whistleblower Jeffrey Wigand had given an interview to

"60 Minutes," breaking his confidentiality agreement with tobacco company Brown and

Williamson.

CBS Broadcasting decided not to televise the full interview with Wigand, and block out his

features, after Brown and Williamson threatened to file a multi-billion-dollar lawsuit

against CBS for "tortious interference."

The attorney general of Mississippi stepped in and deposed Wigand, and that move gave

CBS the legal cover to run the full segment and identify the whistleblower in February

1996.

In the period since Schoolcraft's story became public, Mauriello has lost his command. He

was transferred to the Bronx Transit unit. He was charged departmentally with failing to

take a police report, among other things. And that case has been left more or less

unresolved ever since.

But we wonder, does the city really want to conflate the treatment of Schoolcraft with that

of Wigand, who was not only vindicated, but went on to become a key witness in a series of

"big tobacco" lawsuits and change the whole dynamic in this country around smoking.

Mayor Bloomberg, after all, banned smoking in most public places.

A hearing on Kretz's motion will take place in federal court in Manhattan on Oct. 16.
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Mauriello is CLEARLY desperate.  If he thinks that this will win him support
from the public, he's even more of an idiot than I thought.  (Shame on his
attorney for filing such a frivolous document.)

Like Reply

ABOUT US LOCAL

ADVERTISING

MOBILE RSS E-EDITION SITE MAP

+ Follow Post comment as...

http://www.facebook.com/villagevoice
https://twitter.com/villagevoice/
http://www.villagevoice.com/samples/readers/
http://www.villagevoice.com/promosites/village-voice-city-app
http://www.villagevoice.com/about/
http://www.vmgadvertising.com/
http://www.villagevoice.com/classifieds/
http://www.villagevoice.com/infographics/
http://www.villagevoice.com/about/privacyPolicy/
http://www.villagevoice.com/about/terms/
http://www.villagevoice.com/bugs/
https://www.smartrecruiters.com/villagevoice/
http://oascentral.villagevoice.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.villagevoice.com/news-blog/L30/852667588/Bottom/TheVoice/vv_DAPAGENCY_101113_728b_MusNews/263555.0.jpg/7a2b3161656c4a63534f514141317762?x
http://www.villagevoice.com/related/to/Steven+Mauriello
http://www.villagevoice.com/related/to/Larry+Schoolcraft
http://www.villagevoice.com/related/to/Adrian+Schoolcraft
http://www.villagevoice.com/related/to/Trials
http://www.villagevoice.com/related/to/Crime+and+Law
http://livefyre.com/
http://www.myvoicenation.com/pendragon3
http://www.myvoicenation.com/pendragon3
http://www.villagevoice.com/about/index/
http://www.villagevoice.com/advertise/
http://www.villagevoice.com/promotions/mobileApps/
http://www.villagevoice.com/about/syndication/
http://www.villagevoice.com/flipbook/
http://www.villagevoice.com/about/siteMap/

